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GREAT LAKES SLED DOG ASSOCIATIONôS 

ñTRAIL TIMEò NEWSLETTER 
FEBRUARY 2010 

 

!!WITH THE STRANGE WEATHER PATTERNS OF 

LATE, REMEMBER TO CHECK THE CLUB WEBSITE 

OFTEN FOR ANY NOTIFICATIONS OF LAST-MINUTE 

CHANGES TO RACES, CANCELLATIONS, ETC.!! 

WWW.GLSDA.COM 

 



 2 

 

 

 
 

 

1st Vice President:      
Dale Wolfe 
wolfepak53@windstream.net 
 
2nd Vice President: 
Ed Wolfe, Sr. 
edwolfesr@peoplepc.com 
 
Secretary: 
Lisa Frank 
lisa@frankbrothers.com 
 
Treasurer: 
Beth Scott 
bethscott10@charter.net 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Margaret Harvey 
oakfrost@aol.com 
 

        President: 

       Tony Wolf 

      wolf_sleds@hotmail.com 

3-Year Board Member: 
John Alexander 
AlexanderFamily@gtlakes.com 
 
2-Year Board Member: 
Jenna Bowman 
dgsldrcr@umich.edu 
 
1-Year Board Member:  
Rick Harvey 
oakfrost@aol.com 
 
1-Year Board Member: 
Ryan Harvey 
foxstalk@aol.com 
 
ISDRA Region 6 Director: 
Margaret Harvey 
oakfrost@aol.com 

GREAT LAKES SLED DOG ASSOCIATION 2009-2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
The purposes of this association are as follows: 1. To (a) promote public interest in the sport of sled dog racing and related activities, (b)  
establish uniform rules and procedures for the conduct of sled dog racing and related activities that will foster the safety of competitors and 
ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ όŎύ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǊǳƭŜǎΣ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎΣ όŘύ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ and educate 
the members in the proper care and handling of the animals to insure their humane treatment and to insure identification of any health  
problem peculiar to the sled dog, (e) foster cooperation among all members and race organizations. 
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IT IS NOT TOO SOON TO START THINKING ABOUT THE 
SPRING MEETING AND ELECTIONS!  WE WILL PRINT  

SOME OF THE JOB DESCRIPTIONS IN UPCOMING ISSUES ñ

PLEASE CONSIDER BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE BOARD!  
 

PRESIDENT JOB DESCRIPTION 

GREAT LAKES SLED DOG ASSOCIATION 

 

1.     Conducts all meetings of the general membership, board, and executive committee. 

2.     Member exofficio of all committees of GLSDA. 

3.     Nominate chairmen and members of committees to be appointed by the board. 

4. Nominate Race Marshall, Chief Timer, Entry Chairperson, and Membership Chairperson.  These must  

        be approved by a vote of five board members. 

5.  Appoint other race personnel such as timing squad, loud speaker squad, chute judges, trail judges, sled  

        holders, etc. 

6.     Appoint, without prior approval, substitute race officials the weekend of a race for that race only. 

7. Conduct driverôs meeting and trophy presentation with the help of the Race Marshall, sponsors, and  

       Race Chairperson. 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGEðFEBRUARY 2010  

 

It appears this dog race season has presented some obstacles for many of us, strange weather condi-

tions, difficult economic times for many.  Fortunately the dedicated mushers in our club and others have 

helped our sport continue on.  Thanks to everyone who have worked so hard to make these races   

happen so we all can run our dogs and have fun with the group.  Currently the weather forecast is in  

our favor with colder temps and snow.  We only have a few scheduled races remaining, hopefully the 

weather will be in our favor and we all can attend.  Hope to see you all on the trail.  T. Wolf & Barb  

95L¢hwΩ{ a9{{!D9τFEBRUARY 2010 
 
Hello GLSDA membership, 
Well, we have a month of racing behind us, and we have seen several successful events happen, as well as a cou-
ple of disappointments with cancellations.  But we have a couple of opportunities to race yet this month if the 
weather cooperates.  The Board would like to remind you that it takes a lot of work to make these events hap-
pen, and that means lots of volunteers.  There are many small jobs that must be done on a race weekend in or-
der to have a race run smooth and be successfulτand that means we need you to help!  If you have been asked 
to do a job at the race, please do so willingly, and remember that most jobs cover both days, not just one.  None 
of the jobs you might be asked to do are very difficult or require a lot of time out of your day, but they are all 
important nonetheless.  Some examples of jobs you might be asked to help with are: Chute Judge, Dog Marker, 
{ƴǳō [ƛƴŜ tƛƴ tǳƭƭŜǊΣ !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǊΣ {ǘŀǊǘŜǊΣ ¢ƛƳƛƴƎ ¢ǊǳŎƪ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ƨƻōǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜτjust 
ask!  Also, if you see something during a race that can be improved upon, please bring it to the attention of a 
Board member or race official.  The GLSDA Board strives to make our events some of the finest in the Midwest, 
realizing that there is always room for improvement, so please speak up!   
In this issue are entries for the 2 remaining GLSDA races, as well as results from January events.  We hope to see 
you at the races!         Margaret Harvey 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS JOB DESCRIPTION 

GREAT LAKES SLED DOG ASSOCIATION 

 

As a board member you shall be prepared to: 

1.  Attend all board meetings or give a reason why you are unable to attend.  (Three unattended meetings without 

an excuse means you are no longer a member of the board and will be replaced.) 

2.  Research issues to make informed decisions for the best for GLSDA/sled dogs/sled dog racing. 

3.  Help in emergencies at the races and throughout the year. 

4.  Make new members/all drivers feel welcome in our association and at our training sessions and races. 

5.  Feel and work as an ambassador of GLSDA and sled dogs (public, sponsors, membership, Chamber of Com-

merce, etc.) 

6.  Promote good will/pleasure/fun at the training sessions. 

7.  Become aware of new names on the membership list.  Learn who they are, make a point to talk to them, offer 

 help, give sources of help for whatever their sled dog need. 

TREASURER JOB DESCRIPTION 

GREAT LAKES SLED DOG ASSOCIATION 

 

1.  Transfer accounts to an accessible location. 

2.  Keep an accurate account (ledger) of all monies received and paid out to GLSDA. 

3.  Reconcile the checking account with the monthly statement. 

4.  Make an official yearly accounting at the Spring meeting. 

5.  Give an abbreviated account at each board meeting where official minutes are being taken. 

6.  Write purse disbursement checks at races.  Do as much as you can on Saturday night. 

7.  After a race, enter all checks and monies in the GLSDA account by Monday evening. 

8.  Make sure federal income tax and Michigan incorporation forms are filed in a timely fashion.  (Income tax ï 

July, Incorporation ï October). 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON JOB DESCRIPTION 

GREAT LAKES SLED DOG ASSOCIATION 

 

1.  Keep an accurate record of each memberôs name, address, phone number, type of membership, and date of 

joining. 

2.  Keep the ñTrail Timeò Editor current on all new members. 

3.  Provide the trophy and awards person with an up-to-date complete list of all members, addresses, and type of 

membership purchased by March 10th of each year. 

4.  Send all first time members a membership packet containing the GLSDA Constitution, By-Laws, and Race 

Regulations. 

5. Send each member an appropriate membership card. 

6.  Keep the entry chairperson, the chief timer, President, and the publicity chairperson updated on the new mem-

berships weekly during the racing season. 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT JOB DESCRIPTION 

GREAT LAKES SLED DOG ASSOCIATION 

 

1.  Responsible for all race contracts. 

 A.  Sign races 

 B.  Look for new, appropriate race sites (summer) 

 C. Monitor repeat race sites for early signing (April) and improvements suggested by evaluations 

2.  Responsible for all race chairpersons 

 A.  Appoint race chairpersons 

 B.  Give race chairpersons all beneficial information pertaining to their race ï race chairperson packet,     

                    past evaluations, blank evaluations of what the race  will be evaluated on, etc. 

 C.  Keep in regular (at least monthly) contact with race chairpersons. 

3.  Responsible for all ISDRA sanctioning: 

 A.  Apply for sanctioning 

 B.  Distribute race evaluation forms prior to race date (Race Marshall, Trail Boss, 

      Chief Timer) 

 C.  Collect and send in all race evaluations 

 D.  When race evaluations are returned, send a copy to each board member and             

                     each race chairperson, and file the original in the permanent First Vice Presidentôs file 

4.  Conducts any meeting in the absence of the President. 
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GREAT LAKES SLED DOG ASSOCIATION  

CODE OF ETHICS  

1. The most important issue to remember is that the public is watching! Be neat, clean, and pleas-

ant.  

2. Bring your dogs to the race site brushed and clean.  

3. Conduct yourself and your crew members at driversô meetings, race sites, and host towns in a 

professional and friendly manner.  

4. Park in the same spot both days of an event.  

5. If you have a disagreement or complaint, take it out of view of the public.  

6. Do not leave your dogs unattended outside at the vehicle during the race day.  

7. Use some of your spare time to help others. Assist the new drivers. Help other teams to the 

line. Answer questions asked by the public readily. Do whatever you can to help the event run 

smoothly.  

8. Keep your parking area clean at all times. Pick up straw and waste materials and put it in 

dumpster or take home with you to dispose of there.  

9. Leave your motel rooms and parking sites at these motels as clean as you found them. We want 

to be welcome to return the following year.  

10. There will be no open display of alcohol allowed at GLSDA public events.  

Accepted 7-14-1996  

Amended 8-7-2005  

THE TUGLINE 
THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF 

NORTH STAR SLED DOG CLUB 

VICKI VALERI, EDITOR 

815 88-1/2 AVENUE N.E. 

BLAINE, MN  55434 

 

 

PENNSY SDC NEWSLETTER 
LINDA CROWLEY, EDITOR 

3822 TAYLOR VALLEY ROAD 

CINCINNATUS, NY  13040 

THE SLED HAULER 
CHRIS REBESCHER, EDITOR 

3401 ZION ROAD 

JACKSON, MI  49201 

TRAILBLAZERS 
WISCONSIN TRAILBLAZERS SLED DOG CLUB 

BETH CASTALDI, EDITOR 

N2999 BLACKHAWK ROAD 

ELTON, WI  54430 
I.S.D.R.A. 

INTERNATIONAL SLED DOG RACING ASSOCIATION 

DAVE STEELE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

22702 REBEL ROAD 

MERRIFIELD, MN  56465 



 6 

Lake Louise/Thumb Lake Sled Dog Race, January 9th and 10th, 2010 ï Boyne Falls, 

Michigan 

 

January 9th, 2010 dawned as a clear, crisp, sunny morning, with temperatures hovering near 10 

degrees below zero.  Mushers from all over the Great Lakes region, as well as Canada and 

Minnesota, gathered at Lake Louise United Methodist Camp near Boyne Falls, Michigan, to 

experience the first inaugural running of the Lake Louise/Thumb Lake race, hosted by the 

Great Lakes Sled Dog Association.   

The trail was hard and fast, thanks in part to the exhausting efforts of Race Chairman John 

Alexander, as well as Mother Nature who provided plenty of snow and cold temperatures. 

According to race participants, the trail surface was in excellent condition, and the event was 

considered a huge success.  The only minor snafu of the weekend occurred on Saturday, when 

2 8-dog teams briefly turned off of the race trail, but trail help got them turned around and 

back on course as quickly as possible.  

Sunday January 10th was no exception to a great weekend, again having near-perfect condi-

tions, with temperatures ranging from 10 to 25 degrees and plenty of sunshine.  All teams 

coursed around the race trail with times closely mirroring those of Saturday.  

Vaughn Maatman, Executive Director for the camp, is already making plans for next yearôs 

race, hoping for purse money and more teams.  He felt this race could potentially become one 

of the areaôs premier events during the winter, with promises of more community support. 

Photos were graciously provided by our race photographer for the event.  For a complete cata-

log of race photos from the weekend, please visit www.jopho.exposuremanager.com then click 

on ó2010 Dog Sled Racingô, then select the gallery for this event. 

Courtney Frank running her 6-Dog team at Lake 

Louise/Thumb Lake Race on January 9, 2010 

Photo courtesy of Eagle Feature & Image 

John Alexander running his 8-Dog team at Lake 

Louise/Thumb Lake Race on January 9, 2010 

Photo courtesy of Eagle Feature & Image 

http://www.jopho.exposuremanager.com

